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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action corresponds to application 10/824,449 filed 4/14/2004. Claims 
1-34 are pending prosecution in this application. 



Response to Election/Restriction 

Group I, Claims 1-34 drawn to discovering pertinent inputs in a repository 
classified in class 707 subclass 3, have been provisionally elected by Applicant. 
Accordingly claims 1-34 are pending prosecution. As such, claim 35 has been 
withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim Objections 

The following claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 4-6 should read, "...searches^ discovery and retrieves..." as to improve 

the flow and clarity of these limitations. Claim 4 should also read, a customizable agent 

to avoid lack of antecedent basis. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 17, similar claim 34 and their dependent claims are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 101 because they are interpreted as being machine-oriented claims without 
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explicitly defining the use of computer hardware. Without the use of computer 
hardware, these claims merely describe functional descriptive material and can be 
construed as being directed to software perse. Software perse may become statutory 
when implemented with a computer component to impart its functionality. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 15-19, 30 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tafoya (U.S. Patent Application 2003/0130974 A1). 

With respect to claim 1, Tafoya teaches a method for maintaining a dynamic 
reference repository, comprising: 

discovering pertinent input(s) (0004, 0046-0047 and step 40 of figure 1A, and 
step 2 GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 5) to the dynamic reference 
repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010); 

retrieving the pertinent input(s) (0047, .0049 and step 2 GENERATE THE 
INFORMATION of figure 5. Therein, collecting information, or retrieving, is disclosed) to 
the dynamic reference repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010); 
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managing the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (steps 3-5 of 
figure 5); and 

distributing the pertinent input(s) to update (0010, step 7 of figure 5, step 22 of 
figure 1B) the dynamic reference repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010). 

With respect to claim 2, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 1, that further 
comprises cataloging the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (step 4 
of figure 5). 

With respect to claim 3, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 1, that further 
comprises maintaining the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (steps 
3-5 which describe the preparation of the information collected). 

With respect to claim 15, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
dynamic reference repository comprises at least one database (step 22 of figure 1B and 
step 7 of figure 5). 

With respect to claim 16, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
discovering the pertinent input(s) further comprises time stamping discovery (date field 
data of figure 12 and 0047). 
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With respect to claim 17, Tafoya teaches a dynamic reference repository that 
comprises: 

at least one database (knowledge database and figures 1A-1b); 

at least one resource (0034, 0048 and figure 5) operable coupled to the dynamic 
reference repository; and 

a processing module operable coupled to the at least one database operable to 
execute a set of instructions (0062) to: 

identify pertinent input(s) (0004, 0046-0047 and step 40 of figure 1 A, and step 2 
GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 5) to the dynamic reference repository 
(knowledge database; abstract and 0010) within the at least one resource (0034, 0048 
and figure 5); 

retrieve the pertinent input(s) (0047, 0049 and step 2 GENERATE THE 
INFORMATION of figure 5. Therein, collecting information is disclosed) to the dynamic 
reference repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010) from the at least one 
resource (0034, 0048 and figure 5); 

manage the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (0004, 0046- 
0047 and step 40 of figure 1A, and step 2 GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 
5); and 

distribute the pertinent input(s) to update (0010, step 7 of figure 5, step 22 of 
figure 1B) the dynamic reference repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010). 
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With respect to claim 18, Tafoya teaches the dynamic reference repository of 
claim 17, wherein the processing module is further operable to catalog the pertinent 
input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (step 4 of figure 5). 

With respect to claim 19, Tafoya teaches the dynamic reference repository of 
claim 17, wherein the processing module is further operable to maintain the pertinent 
input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (steps 3-5 which describe the preparation 
of the information collected). 

With respect to claim 30, Tafoya teaches the dynamic reference repository of 
claim 17, wherein the processing module is further operable to time stamp the pertinent 
input(s) (date field in figure 12). 

With respect to claim 34, Tafoya teaches an enterprise architecture having a 
dynamic reference repository that comprises: 

at least one database (figure 1 A step 40 and figure 5 step 7); 

at least one resource operable coupled to the dynamic reference repository 
(0034, 0048 and figure 5); and 

a processing module operable coupled to the at least one database operable to 
execute a set of instructions to: 

identify pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository within the at least 
one resource; 
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retrieve the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (0004, 0046- 
0047 and step 40 of figure 1 A, and step 2 GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 5) 

« 

from the at least one resource (0034, 0048 and figure 5); 

manage the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (0004, 0046- 
0047 and step 40 of figure 1A, and step 2 GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 
5); and 

distribute the pertinent input(s) to update (0010, step 7 of figure 5, step 22 of 
figure 1B) the dynamic reference repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

* 

Claims 4-7, 10-11, 12, 13, 20-23, 29, and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Tafoya as applied to claims 1-3, 15-19, 30 and 34 
above in view of Yanagihara et al ('Yanagihara' hereafter) (U.S. Patent 6,161,102). 

With respect to claim 4, Tafoya fails to teach a customizable agent. 

Yanagihara, however, teaches a customizable agent (col. 10, line 44-62) for 
providing search results to a user and providing accurate retrieval of information 
(Yanagihara at col. 3, line 15-20). 
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In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's teachings would 
have provided Tafoya's system with a search agent for the accurate retrieval of 
information (Yanagihara at col. 3, line 15-20). 

* 

With respect to claim 5, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the 
customizable agent searches discover and retrieve the pertinent input(s) from Internet 
or intranet resources (0034, 0053 and figure 1). 

With respect to claim 6, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the 
customizable agent searches discover and retrieve the pertinent input(s) from subject 
matter experts (SMEs) (abstract, 001 1, and 0046). 

With respect to claim 7, Tafoya teaches the method of claim 6, utilities to conduct 
SME reviews, assessments or interviews (0047 and figure 11). 

With respect to claim 10, Tafoya fails to expressly teach the customizable agent 
searches are developed using a graphical user interface (GUI) that interfaces with the 
dynamic reference repository. 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,449 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2167 

Yanagihara, however, teaches the customizable agent searches are developed 
using a graphical user interface (GUI) that interfaces with the dynamic reference 
repository (figures 4A, 5, and 7B) for customizing the search agent (col. 10, line 44-62). 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's teachings would 
have provided Tafoya's system with a user friendly way of defining search requests for 
accurately finding information. 

With respect to claim 11, this claim is essentially rejected for the same rationale 
as claims 10 and 22 above. Furthermore, Yanagihara discloses at least developing 
customizable agent searches (figures 4A, 5, and 7B). 

With respect to claim 12, Tafoya fails to expressly teach running periodic and/or 
prioritized customizable agent searches of reference material(s). 

Yanagihara, however, discloses running periodic and/or prioritized customizable 
agent searches of reference material(s) (at least in col. 9, line 15-20 and figure 7B) for 
periodically reporting results. Yanagihara also suggests prioritized customizable agent 
searches (513 of figure 5) to schedule a search to find new or modified content for an 
accurate method of finding information. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
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combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's system would 
have given Tafoya's system the ability to schedule a search to find new or modified 

4 

content for an accurate method of finding information. 

With respect to claim 13, Tafoya-Aaron fail to expressly teach the customizable 
agent searches are neutral to data type. 

Yanagihara, however, teaches the customizable agent searches are neutral to 
data type (col. 8, line 14-16) for finding different types of documents. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's system would 
have given Tafoya a versatile system of finding documents of different types. 

With respect to claim 20, Tafoya fails to teach a customizable agent. 

Yanagihara, however, teaches a customizable agent (col. 10, line 44-62) for 
providing search results to a user and providing accurate retrieval of information 
(Yanagihara at col. 3, line 15-20). 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's teachings would 
have provided Tafoya's system with a search agent for the accurate retrieval of 
information (Yanagihara at col. 3, line 15-20). 
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With respect to claim 21, Tafoya teaches the dynamic reference repository of 
claim 20, wherein the at least one resource comprises Internet, intranet, and/or subject 
matter experts (SMEs) resources (abstract, 0011, and 0046). 

With respect to claim 22, Tafoya fails to expressly teach a user interface allows 
users to manage the customizable agent(s). 

* 

Yanagihara, however, teaches a user interface allows users to manage the 
customizable agent(s) (figures 4A, 5, and 7B) for a user friendly way of defining search 
requests for accurately finding information. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's teachings would 
have provided Tafoya's system with a user friendly way of defining search requests for 
accurately finding information. 

With respect to claim 23, Tafoya teaches the dynamic reference repository of 
. claim 20, wherein the customizable agent searches further comprise utilities to conduct 
SME reviews, assessments or interviews (0047 and figure 11). 
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With respect to claim 29, Tafoya fails to expressly teach executing periodic 
and/or prioritized searches of reference materials (s) within the at least on resource. 

Yanagihara, however, discloses executing periodic and/or prioritized 
customizable agent searches of reference material(s) (at least in col. 9, line 15-20 and 
figure 7B) for periodically reporting results. Yanagihara also suggests prioritized 
customizable agent searches (513 of figure 5) to schedule a search to find new or 
modified content for an accurate method of finding information. 

■ 

In the same field of endeavor; (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's system would 
have given Tafoya's system the ability to schedule a search to find new or modified 
content for an accurate method of finding information. 

With respect to claim 31, Tafoya teaches a method for populating a dynamic 
reference repository, comprising: 

discovering pertinent input(s) (0004, 0046-0047 and step 40 of figure 1A, and 
step 2 GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 5) to the dynamic reference 
repository (knowledge database; abstract and 0010); 

retrieving the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (0047, 0049 
and step 2 GENERATE THE INFORMATION of figure 5. Therein, collecting 
information, or retrieving, is disclosed), wherein customizable agent(s) search for 
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discover and retrieve the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository from 
Internet or intranet accessible resources (0034, 0053 and figure 1); 

managing the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (steps 3-5 of 
figure 5); 

cataloging the pertinent input(s) to the dynamic reference repository (step 4 of 
figure 5); and 

distributing the pertinent input(s) to populate the dynamic reference repository 
(0010, step 7 of figure 5, step 22 of figure 1B). 

Tafoya fails to teach customizable agent(s) search for discover and retrieve. 

Yanagihara, however, teaches customizable agent(s) search for discover and 
retrieve (col. 10, line 44-62) for providing search results to a user. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's teachings would 
have provided Tafoya-Aaron's system with a search agent for the accurate retrieval of 
information (Yanagihara at col. 3, line 15-20). 

With respect to claim 32, Tafoya teaches wherein customizable agent(s) search 
for, discover, and retrieve the pertinent input(s) from subject matter experts (SMEs), and 
wherein the customizable agent(s) further comprise utilities to conduct SME reviews, 
assessments or interviews (0047 and figure 11). Yanagihara teaches the customizable 
agent(s) as applied to claim 31 above. 
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Claims 8, 9, 24, and 25, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tafoya as applied to claims 1-3, 15-19, 30 and 34 above in view of 
Aaron (U.S. Patent Application 2005/0015382 A1). 

With respect to claim 8, Tafoya fails to teach the method of claim 1, wherein 
pertinent input(s) are contained in communications addressed to the dynamic reference 
repository. 

Aaron, however, teaches communications addressed to the dynamic reference 
repository (0052) for efficiently submitting information to a database. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because this teaching of Aaron would 
have provided Tafoya's system with efficiently communicating data to the database. 
Furthermore, Aaron's system would give Tafoya's system input information in various 
formats (0052, and approximately lines 16-25 of 0053). 

With respect to claim 9, Tafoya fails to teach teaches the method of claim 8, 
wherein the communications addressed to the dynamic reference repository are e-mails 
addressed to the dynamic reference repository. 

Aaron, however teaches the communications addressed to the dynamic 
reference repository are e-mails addressed to the dynamic reference repository as 
submitting information in various formats including email (0052) for efficiently submitting 
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information to a database. The motivation for combining these references is the same 
as applied to claim 8. 

With respect to claim 24, Tafoya fails to teach pertinent input(s) are contained in 
communications addressed to the dynamic reference repository. 

Aaron, however, teaches communications addressed to the dynamic reference 
repository (0052) for efficiently submitting information to a database. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because this teaching of Aaron would 
have provided Tafoya's system with efficiently communicating data to the database. 
Furthermore, Aaron's system would give Tafoya's system input information in various 
formats (0052, and approximately lines 16-25 of 0053). 

With respect to claim 25, Tafoya fails to teach teaches the method of claim 8, 
wherein the communications addressed to the dynamic reference repository are e-mails 
addressed to.the dynamic reference repository. 

Aaron, however teaches the communications addressed to the dynamic 
reference repository are e-mails addressed to the dynamic reference repository as 
submitting information in various formats including email (0052) for efficiently submitting 
information to a database. The motivation for combining these references is the same 
as applied to claim 8. 
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* 

Claims 14, 26-28, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Tafoya and Yanagihara ('Tafoya-Yanagihara' 
hereafter) as applied to claims 4-7, 10-11, 12, 13, 20-23, 29, and 31-32 above, and 
further in view of Aaron. 

With respect to claim 14, Tafoya-Yanagihara fails to expressly teach wherein the 
data type comprises electronic forms that further comprise MS Office, web document, 
and e-mail document compatible forms. 

Aaron, however, teaches the data type comprises electronic forms that further 
comprise MS Office, web document, and e-mail document compatible forms (0041, 
0052 at approximately lines 8-15, and 0053 at approximately lines 16-24) for identifying 
input of different types and the capability to receive input in an acceptable format. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Aaron's system would have 
given Tafoya-Yanagihara's invention the capability to receive input in an acceptable 
format (Aaron at 0041). 

With respect to claim 26, Tafoya fails to teach the interface allows a user to 
develop, customize, and/or manage the customizable agent(s). 
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Yanagihara, however, teaches the interface allows a user to develop, customize, 
and/or manage the customizable agent(s) (figures 4A, 5, and 7B) for customizing the 
search agent (col. 10, line 44-62). 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's teachings would 
have provided Tafoya's system with a user friendly way of defining search requests for 
accurately finding information. 

With respect to claim 27, Tafoya fails to expressly teach the customizable agent 
searches are neutral to data type. 

Yanagihara, however, teaches the customizable agent searches are neutral to 
data type (col. 8, line 14-16) for finding different types of documents. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Yanagihara's system would 
have given Tafoya a versatile system of finding documents of different types 
(Yanagihara at col. 8 line 14-15). 

With respect to claim 28, Tafoya-Yanagihara fails to expressly teach wherein the 
data type comprises electronic forms that further comprise MS Office, web document, 
and e-mail document compatible forms. 
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Aaron, however, teaches the data type comprises electronic forms that further 
comprise MS Office, web document, and e-mail document compatible forms (0041, 
0052 at approximately lines 8-15, and 0053 at approximately lines 16-24) for identifying 
input of different types and the capability to receive input in an acceptable format. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because Aaron's system would have 
given Tafoya-Yanagihara's invention the capability to receive input in an acceptable 
format (Aaron at 0041). 

With respect to claim 33, Tafoya-Yanagihara fail to expressly wherein pertinent 
input(s) are contained in electronic communications addressed to the dynamic 
reference repository. 

Aaron, however, teaches wherein pertinent input(s) are contained in electronic 
communications addressed to the dynamic reference repository Aaron, however, 
teaches communications addressed to the dynamic reference repository (0052) for 
submitting information to a database. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. data processing), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 

< 

combine the teachings of the cited references because this teaching of Aaron would 
have provided Tafoya-Yanagihara's system with efficiently communicating data to the 
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database. Furthermore, Aaron's system would give Tafoya-Yanagihara's system input 
information in various formats (0052, and approximately lines 16-25 of 0053). 
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